Posture-related headaches and pachymeningeal enhancement in CSF leaks from craniotomy site.
Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) leak is recognized to cause headaches that typically but not invariably have orthostatic features (present in upright posture, relieved by recumbency). Head magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) typically shows diffuse pachymeningeal enhancement. A 24-year-old woman, after resection of a right temporoparietal glioma, developed CSF leak from the craniotomy site, resulting in subgaleal fluid collection and associated with diffuse pachymeningeal gadolinium enhancement as well as posture-related headaches. The headaches, however, were present in a recumbent position and relieved after several minutes of being in an upright position. It is postulated that CSF leak took place when the patient was recumbent and ceased when she was upright, a position in which there is decrease in intracranial pressure. After cessation of the leak, along with disappearance of subgaleal collection of CSF, both the headaches and the pachymeningeal enhancement resolved.